
Introduction to the

Middle Years Programme 
St. James Catholic Global Learning Centre



Agenda

■ MYP Team
■ Middle Years Programme Belief
■ PYP – MYP 

– Similarities and Differences
■ Assessment and Evaluation

– Rubrics
– Command terms

■ Reporting
■ Portfolios
■ Camp Muskoka



MYP Team

Mr. Correia
• Year 3 Homeroom
• Year 3 Family Life 
• Mathematics
• Physical Education

Ms. Orlando
• Year 2 Homeroom
• Year 2 Family Life
• Individuals and Society
• Science
• Religious Education

Ms. Roy
• Year 1 Homeroom
• Year 1 Family Life
• Language and Literature
• Visual Art, Music, Drama

Ms. Stecki
• Language Acquisition (FSL)
• Dance

Mr. Kelenc
• Program Coordinator
• Yr. 3 Community Project Lead
• Design
• Special Education Resource Support

Mrs. Cloutier McCann 
• Principal



IB-MYP Programme Belief

“The programme was devised to help students develop the 

knowledge, attitudes and skills they need to participate actively 

and responsibly in a changing and increasingly interrelated world.

This implies a “living curriculum” one that calls for more than 

“knowing”: it involves reflective thinking, both critical and creative, 

about ideas and behaviours.  It includes problem solving and analysis, 

clarification and discussion of personal beliefs and standards on which 

decisions are made.  It also leads to critical thinking and action.”

History of the Middle Years 
Document; pgs. 25-26



PYP – MYP:  Similarities

Virtues Learner Profile

■ Throughout the year
■ Report card focus 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCzv6aroXPAhUJeT4KHY6aB4sQjRwIBw&url=http://www.sbcusd.com/index.aspx?NID%3D5903&bvm=bv.132479545,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNFWPr2CnTcwA_lk0FP7TbHa8Bupxw&ust=1473615975739407


PYP – MYP:  Similarities

Action Cycle Approaches to Learning



PYP – MYP:  Differences
PYP

■ Six Transdisciplinary Themes
■ One Homeroom Teacher
■ Individual Subjects Influence 

Themes

MYP
■ Not based on set themes
■ Six Global Contexts
■ Specialized Teachers



PYP – MYP:  Differences

PYP
■ Transdisciplinary Themes
■ Central Idea 
■ Key Concepts (8)
■ Lines of Inquiry
■ Approaches to Learning (5)

– Thinking
– Social
– Self-management
– Communication
– Research

MYP
■ Global Contexts
■ Statement of Inquiry
■ Key Concepts (16)
■ Related Concepts (subject 

dependent) 
■ Inquiry Questions
■ Objectives (4 + more)
■ *Approaches to Learning (144)
■ Grades renamed: Year 1, 2, 3

*PYP and MYP share the same five key areas, however, in the 
MYP, they are further developed into 144 individual skills



Assessment & Evaluation Practices

“The assessment criteria are challenging and more aligned to 

activities students will have to employ in their future careers.  

Not many jobs entail passing exams on a regular basis.  

However, they do require people to put together reports, 

presentations, and 3D designs and collaborate with others.  

These are the skills the MYP assesses.” 

History of the Middle Years Document;  
Pg. 34.  

Quote: Webster:  2008:5



Assessment & Evaluation Practices

■ The IB scale for 
assessment 
purposes is 
an 8 point scale 



Assessment & Evaluation Practices
IB Level 7 - 8 IB Level 5 – 6 IB Level 3 - 4 IB Level 1 – 2

■ High quality work

■ Innovative

■ Extensive 
understanding of 
concepts

■ Consistently

■ Demonstrates 
sophisticated 
critical thinking

■ Creative

■ Independent

■ Transfers 
knowledge and 
skills

■ Generally 
high-quality work

■ Some innovation

■ Confident

■ Good to excellent 
understanding of 
concepts

■ Shows critical 
thinking

■ Creative

■ Uses knowledge 
and skills

■ Frequently

■ Independent

■ Acceptable to good 
quality

■ Basic 
understanding of 
concepts

■ Few 
misunderstandings

■ Some critical or 
creative thinking

■ Some flexibility

■ Requires some 
support

■ Limited quality

■ Lacks 
understanding of 
most concepts

■ Rarely/infrequently 
demonstrates 
critical thinking

■ Rarely/infrequently 
demonstrates 
creative thinking

■ Inflexible

■ Rarely/infrequently 
applies knowledge 
and skills



Assessment & Evaluation Practices



CRITERION COMMAND TERM

LEVELS OF 
ACHIEVEMENT

TASK 
SPECIFIC / 
GUIDING 

QUESTIONS 
/ SUCCESS 
CRITERIA

Assessment & Evaluation Practices



Criterion B:

Inquiring and Designing 
(not included on this assessment)



Command Terms – Science: Year 1
Criterion A:  Knowing and Understanding 
The student is able to ______________ scientific knowledge.

■ 7 – 8: Outline: Give a brief account or summary. 

■ 5 – 6: State: Give a specific name, value or brief answer without explanation or calculation. 

■ 3 – 4: Recall: Remember or recognize from prior learning experiences. 

■ 1 – 2:  Select: Choose from a list or group.  



Assessment in Ontario and the MYP

Ontario 

■ Use learning goals and success 
criteria to assess student work

■ Assess using a 4 level of 
achievement system

■ Use professional judgement to 
determine the most appropriate 
level of student achievement

■ Determine a holistic final grade 
using achievement chart categories 
based on most consistent 
demonstration of ability with 
consideration for more recent 
evidence

MYP

■ Use objectives and assessment 
criteria to assess student work

■ Assess using an 8 level system of 
achievement (broken into 4 groups)

■ Use professional judgement to 
determine the “best fit” for a level of 
student achievement

■ Determine a holistic final grade using 
assessment criteria based on most 
consistent demonstration of ability 
with consideration for more recent 
evidence



Evaluation (reporting) Practices
■ Subject areas with connections to IB:

– Reporting box will be formatted as such:

1. IB Statement of Inquiry  (SOI)

2. Ministry based curriculum comments

3. Examples of task / learning experience

4. IB Criterion Achievement, which will read:
― IB Achievement by Criterion:  A – *;  B – *;  C - *;  D - * 
― * will be replaced by the Criterion Grade



Evaluation (reporting) Practices

Sample report card comment for Science and Technology:

SOI: Biodiversity requires balanced relationships to promote 
positive globalization and sustainability.  
NAME investigated the characteristics of living things, and 
classified diverse organisms according to specific characteristics, 
as demonstrated by her invasive species infographic. 
IB Achievement by Criterion:  A 5;  B 6;  C 4;  D 5 

Statement 
of 

Inquiry

Ministry 
based 

curriculum 
comments 

Example of 
Task / 

Learning 
Experience

IB Criterion 
Achievement



MYP Portfolio

Overview

■ Maintained over all three years of the 

programme

■ Students are added to a Year/Grade 

specific Google Classroom

■ Time will be provided throughout the year 

to update and reflect

Portfolio Sections

■ Subject Reflections 

■ Skill Reflection: 

– Learning Skills, Attributes, Virtues, 

    Catholic Graduate Expectations

■ Co-curricular Log

■ Community, Family, Action

■ Parent Reflection

■ PYP Highlights











Looks Like…



IB World School
■ Authorization

– Verification visit was held at the school in December 2018

– As of April 2019, St. James CGLC is an authorized IB World School for MYP

■ Programme Evaluation

– Evaluation will take place during the 2024-2025 school year



■ Year 1 overnight excursion
■ Camp Muskoka Values

– Respect
– Honesty
– Integrity
– Accountability
– Fun

■ Collaboration
■ Curriculum Connections

– Physical Education
– Individuals and Society
– Science

■ Wednesday November 27th 
to Friday November 29th  https://campmuskoka.com/

https://campmuskoka.com/


Sample Itinerary



Cougar 
Lodge



Fun times from  
2023



Questions

▪ If you would like more information or clarification, please feel free to contact 

Mr. Kelenc or any member of the MYP team at St. James: 905.891.7619

▪ International Baccalaureate https://ibo.org/

▪ IB Schools of Ontario https://www.ibschoolsofontario.ca/

https://ibo.org/
https://www.ibschoolsofontario.ca/

